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“In my mind, feminism is like the Black Panthers for women.” ~Fallon

“I am taking this course because I feel I know very little about feminism. As a young woman, this concerns me.  Personally, I feel that as a liberal citizen, it is my duty to myself to understand what feminism is.” ~Hannah

“I associate the organization GEMS . . . with feminism, because the program’s mission is to help young girls trapped in sex trafficking in New York City . . . What led me to take this course was seeing the GEMS assembly led by students in this course last year. The students seemed very passionate about what they learned.  I am interested in taking a course that is hands on and that applies to the world around me.” ~Meiling

“What is feminism for different people? Is there always going to be a need for feminism? Are the genders ever going to be completely equal? Where did sexist ideas begin? Family? Friends? Media?” ~Lidor

“For some reason, when I think of feminism, I picture a workplace of the ‘50s where women were just beginning to work . . . I picture women sitting at desks as secretaries . . . sometimes looked down on for having a job in the first place and not finding a suitable husband . . . I guess that office scenario is what bothers me the most, especially knowing that plenty of those women were smarter and more intelligent than the men they worked for” ~Claire

“Any man who finds himself ashamed of many of the things that women go through could be considered a feminist . . . I hope to gain from this class a better understanding of myself as a man.” ~Ian

“The Twilight series completely crumbles what some women have been trying to fix. The main character Bella is shallow, empty-minded, doesn’t understand her worth as a person, and throws herself all over a boy she just met.” ~Stephen

“Seeing myself as a strong, driven woman, I want to know, am I feminist? What would make me one? Can I be the result of feminism but not a feminist myself? What kinds of things in my life and in my society are challenging the unspoken rules that restrict feminism? What kinds of things are making room for feminism to take root and grow?” ~Cameron

“Similar to what Leslie Feinberg stated in a video I watched in the LGBT class, if one person is oppressed then everyone is still affected . . . if more women are free from oppression, then that means there is a less amount of people who are oppressing women.” ~Julie

“Lindsay Lohan shows young women it’s ok to drink and drive; you can just cry in court and maybe the judge will be lenient. This doesn’t teach young girls proper responsibility and paying consequences for your crime.” ~Olivia

“I want to learn the stories of others and share mine because I didn’t know these kinds of things mattered to anyone else until the last few years, and now I know that other people feel the same frustrations and need to express such feelings to be heard. I’d love to discover how far I can go with feminism.” ~Grace 

Think feminism is dead?  Think again.  Today’s young feminists are engaging in an amazing and challenging dialogue about the intersections of race, class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, age, ability, and politics in every medium from novels and poetry to ‘zines and films. From the feminist literary canon to the feminist blogosphere, we will trace the patterns and complexity of words and women, identity and politics, social justice and activism. Readings will include themes related to girls and body image, women artists, women of color, global feminism, US feminism, young feminists and queer youth. 

In order to understand feminist thinking from both the past and the present, we will explore issues of feminism along three categories:  1) literature and art, 2) history and theory, and 3) activism.  Discussing feminism within cultural, historical, academic, and socio-political frameworks will allow us to see how these categories both inform and depend as well as contradict and resist each other. Writers and theorists from the US and abroad will also allow us to immerse ourselves in a larger and exciting conversation from a range of contexts and perspectives. 

Course Texts

A History of US Feminisms, Rory Dicker
Colonize This! Young Women of Color on Today’s Feminism, eds. Daisy Hernandez and Bushra Rehman
Feminism is for Everybody, bell hooks
Girls Studies, Elline Lipkin

Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches, Audre Lorde

Click: When We Knew We Were Feminists, eds. Courtney Martin and Courtney Sullivan

Loving in the War Years, Cherríe Moraga

A Room of One's Own, Virginia Woolf

There will also be a number of supplementary readings; please hold on to these readings as they will be helpful for your essays and your final project.  

Trips

We will take several trips during our time together. 

1. SPARK Summit: Friday, October 22: The SPARK Summit at Hunter College will launch an intergenerational movement to support and stand with girls. In response to the American Psychological Association’s Task Force Report on Sexualization of Girls, the most downloaded documented in the history of the APA’s website, the SPARK Summit will engage girls to be part of the solution rather than to protect them from the problem, to give them the tools they need to become activists, organizers, researchers, policy influencers, and media makers, pushing back against the increasingly sexualized images of girlhood in the media and creating room for whole girls. The Summit will jumpstart the community building that will continue on- and off-line that will challenge the belief that “it’s just the way things are” and demonstrate what the alternatives can be.

2. The Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art at the Brooklyn Museum to see Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party. 

3. The feminist ‘zines collection at Barnard.  

4. We will also visit Bluestockings, a feminist bookstore in Manhattan. 

Additional Conferences
1. We will attend Censor This!, a two-day conference at Columbia for NYC high school students on Saturday and Sunday, September 25 and 26, 2010 at Columbia University. “This SUPAA (Students United for Political Action and Awareness) sponsored conference is an acknowledgment that we are all influenced by the world around us and that we, in turn, have a responsibility and the power to make positive changes in that world. It is an opportunity for students from public, independent and religious schools to come together for dialogue and bridge building.”

2. We will also attend and participate in the Hewitt School’s TEDxYouth Day as speakers. As the course progresses, we will decide collectively on what our 10 minute presentation or presentations will be on that day.

Speakers

In the past two years, a number of speakers have come to visit the students in this course.  I hope to bring back some of the same leaders from GEMS, Equality Now, Barnard, as well as other activists, artists, and academics. 

Blogging

All students will be required to blog on the following two sites:

1. The feminist class blog that will be created during minimester (details forthcoming). 

2. We will also be contributing to feminist blogs such as the SPARK Summit blog, etc.

Syllabus from Wednesday, September 8-Friday, September 17

Week’s Question:  What is feminism?  
W., 9/8
Discussion:  Reflections on some essential questions of the course: What 


does feminism mean to you?  What are your associations with feminism?  


What are your definitions?  How does feminism matter today?  Why are you 


taking this course?  What do you want to learn about? This is FF#1.

F., 9/10
Discussion: Course overview and syllabus. Sharing of reflections on 



feminism both in print and on Twitter. 



Assignment: 1) Read “Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid and “Man:  Being a Boy,” 


by Julius Lester then write FF#2:  In a similar style to that of Kincaid’s piece, 

write down the messages, demands, and/or expectations that you received 


about being a girl or a boy. Write at least 2-3 full pages. 2) Complete 



application for SPARK Bloggers and/or SPARK Speak Team. BOTH 


FF#2 AND APPLICATION DUE 
ON MONDAY.

*****

Week’s Questions: What are the messages about gender we have internalized? How does feminism respond to those messages?

T., 9/14
Discussion: Sharing of FF#2:  reflections on gender messages.  

Assigment: Read introduction to Feminism is for Everybody, bell hooks. 
W., 9/15
Discussion: bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody, Introduction.

Assignment: Read Feminism is for Everybody through page 61 (finish through 

the “Race and Gender”chapter.)


 

Th., 9/16
11/12TH COMMUNITY SERVICE
F, 9/17

11th GRADE GOTHAM TRIP/12TH GRADE COLLEGE TRIP
*****

Week’s Questions: What is intersectionality? What is its relationship to feminism?

T., 9/21
Discussion:  bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody; introduction to 



intersectionality. Excerpt From Margin to Center, hooks.



Assignment: Audre Lorde
W., 9/22
Discussion: Audre Lorde


Assignment:  Audre Lorde

Th., 9/23
Viewing: Edge of Each Other’s Battles or Litany for Survival



Assignment: Audre Lorde

F., 9/24
Viewing: Edge of Each Other’s Battles or Litany for Survival



Assigment: Audre Lorde

*****

T., 9/28
Discussion: Lorde readings and films

W., 9/29
Readings on intersectionality (race, class, gender, sexuality) Combahee River Collective

Th., 9/30
Readings on intersectionality (race, class, gender, sexuality) Kimberly 



Crenshaw

F., 10/1
Patricia Hill Collins

Introduce essay on intersectionality: Write a personal essay in which you 


reflect on how you live at the intersection of race, class, gender, sexuality, 


ethnicity, religion, ability, age, etc. You must reference at least three 


texts we used during this unit. First draft (2 pages) due Monday, October 5. Final 
draft, 5-6 pages, Due Monday, October 12. Meetings throughout next week to talk 
about your draft.

*****

5
Intro to sex trafficking/CSEC/Very Young Girls

6
Watch Very Young Girls

7
GEMS outreach team visits

8
PROFESSIONAL DAY

****

12
PERSONAL ESSAY DUE

Creation of script/In class rehearsal/creating a video of students interviewing each 
other/what can teens in NYC do to help?/positive change by using media

13
Creation of script/In class rehearsal

14
Creation of script/In class rehearsal

15
Creation of script/In class rehearsal

*****

19  
GEMS ASSEMBLY

MINIMESTER ON WOMEN, GIRLS, AND THE MEDIA
Wednesday, October 20-Friday, October 22: Minimester
Are you tired of the ways girls and women are depicted in the media? This minimester will focus on learning how to analyze the media using different lenses, such as feminism, and platforms, such as blogs.  We will begin with a workshop led by Andrea Quijada, ED of the Media Literacy Project, which will focus on evaluating media images using the lens of race, class, gender, ethnicity and sexuality. We will also watch the new documentary, “The Line,” which focuses on sexual assault and consent. As part of our work, we will also explore the feminist blogosphere with Feministing editors Miriam Pérez and Chloe Angyal, and create our own feminist class blog. Our final session will be with Emily May, founder and director of Hollaback. Hollaback is a movement dedicated to ending street harassment using mobile technology. Emily will talk about how we can also be a part of the movement as well as work with us on creating testimony for an upcoming hearing about street harassment. 

In addition, to prepare us for our blogging and activist panels at the SPARK Summit at Hunter College, class members will also be participating in a media training led by the Women’s Media Center. This training will only be for the girls in the class, as Steven and Ian had their brainstorming session with Men Can Stop Rape last week. Our final day will consist of attendance at the first SPARK Summit to launch a movement against the sexualization of girls in the media. Throughout the summit, we will be blogging, tweeting, leading action spots, and making our voices heard for gender justice in the media for all. 

Wednesday, October 20

8:45am-12pm Andrea Quijada, ED of the Media Literacy Project

12 noon
Lunch

1-3pm
“The Line” with Nancy Schwartzman, filmmaker

Thursday, October 21

8:45am-12pm Feminist blogging with Miriam Pérez and Chloe Angyal from 




Feministing

12 noon 
Lunch

1-2:30

Emily May, ED of Hollaback, on street harassment
 
2:30-2:45
Brief review of GEMS Coffeehouse and our participation in the event


2:45

Travel to Hunter College for media training with the Women’s Media 


Center for the SPARK Summit

3:30-6

Media Training with the Women’s Media Center at Hunter College
Friday, October 22
7:30am
Meet at Hunter College: We’ll meet with Jackie Dupont, our 


SPARKteam contact. We will meet her at the registration table 


(68th Street off of the 6). More details to come.

8:30am– 4:30pm

SPARK SUMMIT
Saturday, October 23
7-9pm
GEMS Coffeehouse Fundraiser. We will be speaking and helping 


to host the coffeehouse. 
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*****




T., 10/26
Discussion: Reflection on SPARK Summit. Cameron’s post.  Review F to 


the Third Power. Explain TEDxYouth Day extra credit opportunity.  Sharing 

of intersectionality essays. 



Assignment:  

1) If you have not yet done so, post your SPARK Summit piece on F to the Third Power by tonight. Please remember that you are being graded on your blog posts and on your engagement with the class blog via your comments on your classmates’ blog posts.

2) Make a thoughtful comment on at least 3 posts on F to the Third Power about the SPARK summit.

3) Read and comment on Cameron’s post on Feministe, see my blog for live link: http://www.feministe.us/blog/archives/2010/10/22/18526/
4) Write testimony for street harassment hearing. Send to Ileana by tomorrow morning at 8am via email: ijimenez@lrei.org
W., 10/27
Discussion:  Begin Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own. 



Assignment: Read chapter 1, A Room of One’s Own. 

Th., 10/28
Discussion: Chapter 1, A Room of One’s Own. 




Assignment: Read chapter 2, A Room of One’s Own. 

F., 10/29
Discussion: Chapter 2, A Room of One’s Own. 



Assignment: Read chapter 3, A Room of One’s Own. 

*****

T., 11/2
Discussion: Chapter 3, A Room of One’s Own. 



Assignment: Read chapter 4, A Room of One’s Own. 

W., 11/3
Discussion: Chapter 4, A Room of One’s Own. 



Assignment: Read chapter 5-6, A Room of One’s Own. 

Th., 11/4
Discussion: Chapter 5-6, A Room of One’s Own. 



Assignment: Read chapter 5, “High School: In Search of Herself” and 


chapter 8, “The Miseducation of Boys,” in Sadker and Sadker from Failing at 


Fairness: How Our Schools Cheat Girls, Sadker and Sadker. 

F., 11/5 
PARENT/ADVISOR CONFERENCES
*****

T., 11/9
Discussion:  Sadker and Sadker readings.  How does this research on gender 

and education connect to Woolf’s argument about the education of women?




Assignment: Prepare for in-class essay on A Room of One’s Own.
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T., 11/9

W., 11/10
In class essay on A Room of One’s Own
Assignment: Read and annotate: Chapter 1, “Feminism’s Legacy” in A 
History of US Feminisms, Dicker. Begin Becoming Judy Chicago, Levin.
Th., 11/11 
Discussion: Read and annotate excerpts from Becoming Judy Chicago by Gail 
Levin, finish at home.



Assignment: Finish Becoming Judy Chicago excerpts. 

F., 11/12
Video: Watch Begin Right Out of History:  The Making of Judy Chicago’s The 


Dinner Party.’
*****

T., 11/16
Discussion: Finish Right Out of History. Excerpts from Becoming Judy Chicago. 


Plate assignment selection.



Assignment: Write a 300-500 word blog post about the woman whose plate 


on Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party you have been assigned. Provide a brief 


works cited list for the research you have done on your assigned woman 


leader at the end of the post. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. Upload an image of 

the woman you have been assigned. Then read chapter 2, “First Wave 


Feminism:  Fighting for the Vote” in Dicker (black book).

W., 11/17
Discussion: Review plate assignments. Read Sojourner Truth, two speeches 
(United States, 1851, 1867).



Assignment: Read from Dicker (black book) A History of US Feminisms, 


chapter 3:  “Second Wave Feminism:  Seeking Liberation and Equality,” pp. 


57-101 (pace yourself, this is a long reading). 

Th., 11/18
Discussion:  “Second Wave Feminism: Seeking Liberation and Equality” in 


Dicker pp. 57-101. 

F., 11/19
Trip to the Brooklyn Museum to see Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party


Assignment:  Write a 500-800 word post on your response to The 


Dinner Party. Be sure to incorporate at least two sources from the 


readings we have done in the last week.

Saturday, November 20: TEDxYouth Day
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Th., 11/4 
Discussion: Chapter 5-6, A Room of One’s Own.
Assignment: Please see handout on brainstorming ideas for TEDxYouth presentation. Watch this video for inspiration. See below for instructions as well: 

We have been invited to be speakers at TEDxYouth. The organizers are interested in hearing about our study of feminism and in particular, why we are drawn to study feminism and feminist issues.

Here are some options for our presentation.  We can:
1. Create a 5 minute video that the class will introduce at the conference and then TEDxYouth will screen

2. Create and perform a performance piece (poetry/music) of 5 minutes addressing the themes and issues we have explored in the class or answer a question we pose such as: Why is feminism important today? We can brainstorm a variety of questions or themes.

3. Write and deliver a collective statement answering a question that we pose such as: Why is feminism important today? We can brainstorm a variety of questions or themes. 

F., 11/5             PARENT/ADVISOR CONFERENCES
*****

REVISED SYLLABUS
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Discussion: Registration for TEDxYouth. TEDxYouth presentation 


brainstorm and rehearsal. Review of Presentation Zen blog post on TED 


style presentations.

Assignment: Write TEDxYouth script. Read and annotate: Chapter 1, 
“Feminism’s Legacy” in A History of US Feminisms, Dicker. 
W., 11/10 
Discussion: In class preparation for TEDxYouth.

Assignment: Prepare for in-class close reading test on A Room of One’s Own 
on Thursday, November 11.

Th., 11/11 
In class close reading test on A Room of One’s Own

Assignment: Read chapter 2, “First Wave Feminism: Fighting for the 
Vote” in Dicker, (black book). 
F., 11/12 
In-class: Read chapter 3 from Dicker (black book) A History of US 



Feminisms:  “Second Wave Feminism:  Seeking Liberation and 




Equality,” pp. 57-101 (pace yourself, this is a long reading). 



Assignment: Finish reading chapter 3 in Dicker. Study for quiz on Monday 


on chapters 1-3 in Dicker. Rehearse your part for the TEDxYouth 



presentation.

*****
T., 11/16 
Discussion: Quiz on chapters 1-3 of Dicker. Review chapters 1-3 as a 


preface to studying The Dinner Party, Judy Chicago.  


Assignment: Excerpts from Becoming Judy Chicago by Gail Levin.

W., 11/17
Discussion: Excerpts from Becoming Judy Chicago. Viewing: Right Out of 


History. Plate assignment selection.
Assignment: Write a 300-500 word blog post about the woman whose plate 
on Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party you have been assigned. Provide three 
links to the research you have done on your assigned woman leader within 
the post itself. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. Upload an image of the woman 
you have been assigned. As part of your post, be sure to provide some 
personal remarks about what you think of the historic woman you have been 
assigned. 

Th., 11/17 
Discussion: Review plate assignments. Read Sojourner Truth, two speeches 


(United States, 1851, 1867). Final rehearsal of TEDxYouth presentation. 




F., 11/19 
Trip to the Brooklyn Museum to see Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party
Assignment:  Write a 500-800 word post on your response to The 

Dinner Party. Be sure to incorporate at least two quotes from at least 
two different readings we have done in the last week (research on 
plates, 
Levin readings, feminist history readings, etc.)
Saturday, November 20: TEDxYouth Day
For those attending and presenting at the TEDxYouth event, you will be required to write a 500-800 word blog post reflecting on your experience at the event both as a presenter and participant. What was it like to present? What was it like to meet other young changemakers? What questions did the event raise for you? What issues seemed most pressing and resonant for you? What stayed with you after the day was over? How do you want to follow up with the day? You will need to complete this blog post to solidify the extra credit for attending and participating at the event. Please have your blog post up by Sunday, November 21 at 5pm. 
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T., 11/23
Discussion: Introduction to final project: blogging series on for colored 


girls. Begin for colored girls. Bring Ms. magazine for Alice Walker poems.



Assignment: Read the entirety of for colored girls, Ntozake Shange as 


well as chapter 4 of the Dicker text, “Third Wave Feminism: Embracing 


Contradiction.”

W., 11/24
Thanksgiving 
*****

T., 11/30
Discussion: for colored girls, Ntozake Shange.



Assignment: Write and publish blog post #1 for blogging series. Comment 


on three blog posts written by your classmates. 

W., 12/1
Discussion: for colored girls, Ntozake Shange. 



Assignment: Write and publish blog post #2 for blogging series. Comment 


on three blog posts written by your classmates.

We will be seeing the film today as a field trip; be sure to be mindful of the scenes that you want to discuss in the film in your post.

Th., 12/2
Discussion: for colored girls, play versus film conversation.



Assignment: Write blog post #3 for blogging series. Comment on three 


blog posts written by your classmates. 

F., 12/3
Discussion: Finish blog post #3. Publish by Sunday, December 5 by 6pm.



Assignment: Finish blog post #3. Publish by Sunday, December 5 by 6pm. 


Check to see that you not only have your third blog post up by 6pm but also 


have nine comments on the blog as well.



3 comments on separate blog posts #1’s 



3 comments on separate blog posts #2’s



3 comments on separate blog posts #3’s

*****

M., 12/6
Reading Day  

T., 12/7 
Trip to Bluestockings bookstore. Meet in classroom first. 
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